
PGHS Curriculum Evening Year 10



What does success look 
like?



PGHS Track 
Record

• 2019 = 0.64

• 2022 = 0.76

• 2023 = 0.72



How did they do it?

EFFORT AMBITION TEAMWORK KNOWING HOW 
TO REVISE

GRIT ATTENDANCE



Attendance and Progress



Doing your best is 
more important 

than being the best



Mindset







What does school do?

Quality 
curriculum

Quality first 
teaching

Clear path of 
progress

Work with 
students

Work with 
parents & 

carers



How can 
parents and 
carers help?

• Attendance

• Punctuality

• Help

• Relaxation and Sleep

• Communication



Where do targets 
come from?



Facts

5 HOURS OF LESSONS 
PER DAY

5 DAYS OF SCHOOL 
PER WEEK

40 WEEKS OF SCHOOL 
PER YEAR

STUDENTS SPEND 
AROUND 5% OF 

THEIR TIME IN LESSON

HOW LONG DO THEY 
SPEND ON NETFLIX 

AND TIKTOK



What is on 
TikTok?



How to revise

• Making notes

• Doing exam practice 
questions

• Making flash cards

• Chunk it

• Study groups

• Finding what works best for 
you





GCSEPod



Keeping 
Parents 

and 
Carers 

Informed

Two monitors and one full report in Year 10

Two monitors, one full report and a final set of 
predictions in Year 11

A Progress evening in Year 10 and in Year 11

Contact with home after analysis of reports

Class Charts



English GCSE



English GCSE 8 specialist 
staff

5 
examiners



We study 2 GCSE courses

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ENGLISH LITERATURE FOR BOTH, WE USE THE AQA EXAM 
BOARD AND THIS ALLOWS US TO 

COTEACH THE TWO GCSE COURSES



English Language

The 2023 results bucked the national 
trend. Students at PGHS have continued 
to increase their average mark, while 
nationally it decreased.



English Literature

Pupils at PGHS have 
continued to outperform 
other centres. There is 
not comparison data to 
2022 due to a reduction 
in assessed components 
post pandemic.



English Language

Paper 1 is fiction - “Explorations in creative reading and writing” 1 hour 45 
minutes – 50% of final grade

Paper 2 is non fiction – “Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives” 1 hour 45 
minutes – 50% of final grade

In addition, there is a non examined assessment for spoken language which is a 
compulsory element, but carries 0% weighting. A grading system is used –
pass/merit/distinction and this is recorded on a student’s exam certificate.



English Literature

•Paper 1 – Shakespeare and 
the Novel (Literary Heritage 
Texts) 1 hour 45minutes -
40% of the final grade

Romeo and Juliet, plus either 
A Christmas Carol or Jekyll & 
Hyde

•Paper 2 – Plays and Poetry 
(Modern texts) 2 hours 15 
minutes – 60% of the final 
grade

All students: “Blood Brothers” 
and Poetry Anthology “Love 
and Relationships” cluster and
Unseen Poetry.



Functional Skills Level 1 and 2

READING WRITING SPOKEN LANGUAGE MODULAR APPROACH 
TO ENSURE SUCCESS



What support is available in 
English?



Key Information

No tiers of entry

No controlled assessment

Non examined component – speaking and listening; formal & researched; a compulsory part of the course

Will communicate directly via ParentMail

Where possible, we will bulk order the set texts and revision guides to enable you to obtain these at a significant 
discount

Contact me: d.snowdon@penworthamgirls.lancs.sch.uk

mailto:d.snowdon@penworthamgirls.lancs.sch.uk


Maths GCSE



Maths Subject Lead Mrs Sweeney



Exam board information

Exam board: Edexcel

Paper 1 (Non Calculator)

Paper 2 & Paper 3 (Calculator)

Each paper 80 marks

90 minute examination



Tiers of Entry



Tiers of Entry



Tiers of 
Entry



Curriculum Support



Support in Maths



Science GCSE

















Reading at KS4
Reading ability (decoding, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, 

inference, sequencing) is a vital skill across all GCSE subjects.



Reading demands at GCSE

The reading age required to access a GCSE is 15 years 9 months on average.

This is significantly higher in subjects like History at 17+

There is a significant connection between reading ability and success in all 
GCSE subjects, the link between good reading and good grades is actually 
higher in Maths than in some arts subjects like English Literature and History.



Reading has many elements:

Decoding – "word reading" or the ability to decode and understand the meaning behind the letters on a page.

Fluency – the ability to know the meaning of the words on a page and read at speed - a student in Year 10 should be 
able to read 130 words per minute to access GCSE papers.

Vocabulary – the meaning of words and the understanding that different subjects have important key vocabulary plus 
an understanding that some words are used in different subjects but have a different meaning.

Comprehension – the ability to understand the main ideas and meaning that a writer is trying to communicate.

Inference – an understanding that there is an additional meaning or sub-text that a writer is trying to convey.

Sequencing – the ability to order a writer's ideas.



Key issues at 
KS4- skills 
proving to be 
a barrier:

Comprehension – students can read a 
text but are unable to identify the main 
ideas or meaning in a text.

Inference – students take what they 
read at face value.

Sequencing – this can be especially 
confusing when a text contains features 
such as flashforwards or flashbacks.



How can I 
support my 

daughter?

Encourage your daughter to read to younger siblings or 
family members.

Sub-titles on TV and films.

Reading for meaning such as following a recipe or a set of 
instructions.

Kindles, I-pads, online magazines and newspapers.

Read anything! Magazines, newspapers, blog posts...

Be a good role model - let your daughter see you reading 
for pleasure.



Pastoral Support

Head of Year 
Miss Hollier

Senior Assistant 
Headteacher 
Mr Ramsdale



Facilitating 
Success Miss 
Hollier



Facilitating Success



Facilitating Success



Facilitating success











The End 
Thank you for listening


