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Introduction: GCSE Drama is aimed at students who have an interest in, and an enthusiasm for, performance. This
course is suitable for students who have previous experience of performance work either in school or out of school. The
qualification enables students to: perform and respond to drama; explore performance texts; develop a range of theatrical
skills and create performances; contribute as an individual to a theatrical performance and reflect on their work.

Description of the course: There are 3 separate components in the course. Component 1 is devising; an exciting and
challenging opportunity to work collaboratively with others to explore a range of stimuli in order to create an original
performance piece. Students must a minimum of two key extracts from a second contrasting performance text (Component
2) and study one complete and substantial performance text (Component 3). This new qualification focuses on the practical
exploration of performance texts. The performance text that will be studied for the examination will require students to
articulate how they would perform in certain roles, and direct and design for certain extracts.

How you will learn: This is a very practical course, although does require the study of a complete text — this will be
decided upon with the group in mind but examples are: An Inspector Calls, J. B Priestley; The Crucible, Arthur Miller;
Government Inspector, Nikolai Gogol; Twelfth Night, William Shakespeare; Blue Stockings, Jessica Swale; DNA, Dennis Kelly.
Throughout the course there will be opportunities to attend theatre productions, engage in workshops and work with
vounger students to develop their skills.

Assessment: Component 1 (40% of the final mark) internally assessed and externally moderated: an original piece of
theatre, recording, evaluating and showing knowledge and understanding of the devising process in a coursework portfolio .
Component 2 (20% of the final mark) externally assessed: students must practically study TWO key extracts from the same
performance text. Component 3 (40% of the final mark) externally assessed: study ONE complete and substantial
performance text, in preparation for one section in their written examination and use their experience as a member of the
audience at a live performance as the basis for the preparation for a second section.

Using this qualification: This GCSE has been redeveloped at the same time as A Level qualifications. This ensures
sensible progression of knowledge, understanding and skills from GCSE to AS to A Level and similar approaches to
assessment, so that students will have a coherent experience of drama if they take A Level in Drama and Theatre. This will
develop students confidence, their performance skills and their ability to work to a deadline with others.
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