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Creative Arts and Technology Faculty News 

 
 

Art & Design and Photography 
 

Digital Development – Year 7  
 
As part of the Childhood Memories Year 7 project, we have been exploring the use 
of digital editing and photoshoots.  In photography, students learned about 
compositions, framing and grounds, then developed their knowledge in editing 
images collaboratively through PIXLR-E. Here are some of our colourful Year 7 
examples: 
 

   
 

      
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Important Dates: 
 

 

 

20th January 
Year 8 Parents’ 

Consultation Evening 
(Virtual) 

 
14th – 18th February 
Half Term Closure 

 
4th – 18th April  
Easter Closure 

 
Tues 19th April 

Students Return 
 

2nd May 
May Day Closure 

 
30th May – 3rd June 
Half Term Closure 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Later this term, our Year 7 students will be developing these refence 
images into their own compositions ready for painting.  We will be 
taking direct information from hyperrealist, Sarah Graham and 
conceptual artist, Michael Craig Martin. 
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Newman College Art & Textiles Workshops 2022 
 
This term, we will be taking two groups of students to Newman College on the 8th and 10th of February as part of 
our CAT Faculty careers programme.  These two workshops will offer students the chance to explore inspirational 
Further Education taster sessions in both Textiles and Fine Art.   
 
The Textiles session, led by Ms Harper, is designed to explore sublimation technology and the use of ‘dysperse’ 
dyes.  The Art workshop, led by Ms Caunce, will encourage students to use their creative skills in printmaking and 
Fine Art. 
 
We look forward to our upcoming visits! 
 

  
 

Year 10 Photography Students Create Cyanotypes 
 
As part of our GCSE Photography coursework, students have been learning about non-camera photography, 
researching the work of botanist Anna Atkins and Man Ray’s extensive range of photograms.  Using pressed natural 
forms and acetate negatives, we have been experimenting with the process of cyanotypes.   
Here are some examples of our work so far: 
 

 
 

Miss Morris, Head of Art & Design and Photography 
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Product Design Club 
 
Before Christmas, we were making some festive tea-light holders and Christmas scenes using CAD and laser 
cutting, as well as adding some LED lighting. Well done to Violette for her wonderful festive light up village! 
 

 
 
This half term, we have the opportunity to do some 3D printing using free online software called ‘Tinkercad’ and 
‘Onshape’.  We are not holding the club in school at the moment but you can still design at home and the 
designs can be 3D printed in school. If you would like more information, please speak to Mrs Gornall. 
 
Mrs L Gornall 
Design and Technology 
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Mrs Gornall, Design and Technology 

 

   
 
Mrs Gornall, Design and Technology 

 
   
  

D&T Star Designers 
 
Well done to the students from the last 
rotation who made our designer wall! 
There were some wonderful designs and 
final products made. 
 

Year 10 Creative Media 
 
Students have been filming an advert for an antibullying 
campaign as part of their creative media work. They are now 
learning how to edit using professional standard editing 
software ‘Premiere Pro’. I am really looking forward to sharing 
some of the final campaign adverts that the students have 
worked so hard at planning and producing. 
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Key Stage 3 Computing  
 
Last half term saw KS3 Computing investigating and using a variety of programming codes ranging from Scratch 
to Python.  In year 7, students have been designing and creating their own game using Scratch.  The game had to 
have a theme about healthy eating and educating others all about being healthy. The games had to include a 
variety of scripts, sprites and variables. These games will be evaluated and assessed and the games that have 
been planned are fantastic with a lot of imagination. 
 
Year 8 have been looking at binary code and hexadecimal and have started to use the programming language, 
Python.  
 
Year 9 have investigated a range of Python techniques, including variables and ‘if and else’ statements. Students 
had to create a dating app to showcase their skills learnt throughout the unit. 
 
This half term sees all Key Stage 3 students learning about different aspects of online safety which links to 
Internet Safer Day on the 8th February 2022. The theme for this year’s Internet Safer Day is about games.  We 
will also be exploring respect and relationships online. The students will learn about what is acceptable and 
unacceptable behaviour when playing games online and how to be respectful towards others when playing 
online games.  
 
Students are increasingly online due to the current climate and are being exposed to a variety of new online 
tools. We will look at how to teach them to stay safe when online and to educate them on acceptable use of 
software and apps that are around today.  
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GCSE Computer Science 
 
Year 11 have just completed their first round of mock exams and the results were brilliant! All their 
determination and hard work has paid off so far and I am sure that if they continue with this positive attitude 
towards their work, they will continue to do well in the March mocks. Well done, girls! 
 
Year 10 are showing great determination in their GCSE course. Don’t forget revision guides are still available on 
ParentPay. 
 

Year 7 and Year 8 Computing Club 
 

 
 
Come along to room 50, Monday lunchtime from 12:45 until 1:15.  You will learn about programming and take 
part in a variety of cyber security challenges as the weeks progress with the potential to enter competitions 
nationally. Sign up with Mrs Bennett, room 50.  First come, first served! 
 
 
Mrs Bennett 
Curriculum Leader for the Creative Arts & Technology Faculty 
 

   
  
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 

Friday 14th January 
2022 

7 

 

 

  

Brilliant Behaviour 
 

This week, I would like to celebrate the brilliant behaviour of some of our forms.  Here's the top ten in our form 
leaderboard: 
 

 
 

Coming top in the form leaderboard is no mean feat.  For example, each student in Mrs Cahill's form has 
accumulated an average of 67 positive points and only had just over 1 negative point, since September 
2021!  The other forms shown here are not far behind.  What I am really pleased to see is that the leaderboard 
has representation from Years 7, 8 and 9 too. 
 
You've probably noticed that to be top of the leaderboard you have to do more than just get lots of positive 
points; keeping the tally of negative points low is just as important.  Nevertheless, Mr McVey's form 
deserve congratulations for accumulating a staggering 2258 positive points - this is the most that any form has 
managed to achieve so far, so well done! 
 
Now, you may be wondering, which Year 10 and Year 11 forms are winning currently?  In Year 10, Mr Cheal's 
form are streaking ahead, whilst Mrs Bennett's Year 11 form are close behind.  
 
Every form mentioned here has put in an amazing team effort and deserves special credit. 
 
Mr Ramsdale, Senior Assistant Headteacher 
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BBC News North West 
 
On Monday 10th January, Nazia Mogra, a former student of PGHS and now a Senior Producer at the BBC, visited 
our school for a follow up interview with Mrs Pomeroy, Headteacher, to look at how we are managing with 
student and staff absences due to the Covid pandemic. This was aired on Monday evening at 6.30pm on BBC 
News North West.  

 

  
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 

Friday 14th January 
2022 

9 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Educake Teacher Competition 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Mrs Goodwill. She entered a teacher competition to 
guess the number of questions answered on Educake across the country. 
She won a very tasty cake. Well done!  

Parking / Turning at Hardwick Grange 
 

 
 
Sadly, we have again received complaints regarding parents/carers parking and turning at the beginning and end 
of the school day at Hardwick Grange Retirement Home, which is situated across the road from school on Cop 
Lane. Please could we ask that parents/carers do not park there as this is their private car park, the maintenance 
of which is funded by them. It is reserved parking for residents and their visitors only. 
 
We appreciate that it can be difficult to find suitable places near to school for picking up and dropping off 
children, but Tesco have kindly agreed to accommodate parents parking on their car park. There are also several 
other permitted sections of the public roads nearby. Please can parents also refrain from stopping and dropping 
off at the zebra crossing on Cop Lane. 
 
As always, many thanks for your continued support. 
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Lunch Menu 
Week Commencing 17th January (Week 1) 
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Cardinal Newman College Open Event 
 

Saturday 5th February 
Registration for this event is now open! 
Time: 10am – 1pm 
For further details and to sign up, please visit their website 
https://www.cardinalnewman.ac.uk/newmancurriculum/college-open-events/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.cardinalnewman.ac.uk/newmancurriculum/college-open-events/
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Head’s Breakfast 
 
Cassie-Faye B (Year 8) 
Cassie helped a student get home when she was upset on the bus on Friday evening. She lent her the money 
needed and comforted her. Well done, Cassie. We are very grateful and proud of you too! 
 
Olivia T, Sophie S, Niamh P, Sian K, Naomi S, Sanya S, Helena M, Lily T (Year 7) 
Excellent sketchbook work in Art and Design.  
 
Leah C, Jasmaine S, Jessica G, Hayley R, Olivia N, Anisa A, Lexi M, Hannah P, Emerson W, Francesca J, Ava R, Ann-
Marie J, Lydia W, Katie T, Phoebe B, Deanna K, Neve H. (Year 8) 
Students worked together as a whole class with determination, resilience and care for others. Each student 
worked well as a team to complete their tasks and produce fantastic dishes. This class stood out from the rest 
for their behaviour and attitude to learning. (Food Technology) 
 
Sophia W (Year 8) 
Excellent effort on Mr McVey's Christmaths puzzle challenge.  Well done! (Maths) 
 

Head’s Commendations  
 
Holly L, Abeeha F, Ana C, Holly R (Year 7) 
Your treasure map was particularly good! You have worked hard AND demonstrated excellent cartography skills. 
(Geography) 
 
Naomi S, Zoha I (Year 7) 
Great job on your treasure map. You worked hard and produced an excellent piece. (Geography) 
 
Evie F (Year 7) 
What an amazing fantasy treasure map, especially the 3D model! The thing I particularly liked was how closely 
the model related to the contour pattern on your paper map. Fantastic!  I have awarded you first place in the 
year group, Evie - your prize to follow!  (Geography) 
 
Courtney F (Year 7) 
Courtney made an amazing 'cell cake' for a homework task. 
 
Eliza S (Year 8) 
Excellent work in Technology - Product Design. 
 
Sian K, Niamh P, Olivia T (Year 7) 
Fantastic work in Art and Design. 
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Sports, Clubs & Societies – Year 7 
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Sports, Clubs & Societies – Year 8 
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Sports, Clubs & Societies – Year 9 
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  Sports, Clubs & Societies – Year 10 
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Sports, Clubs & Societies – Year 11 
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 Pre-loved Prom Dress Sale 
 

Up to 30% off some items 
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Bravo Elyse F!     Bravo Sophie M!  Bravo Ruby R! 

 

  
 
             


