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‘I Attend’ Voucher 
Scheme 

This week, we launched a new attendance 
reward initiative in school. For each week of 
perfect attendance (no lates, no absences) 
achieved by your daughter, she will receive one ‘I 
Attend’ voucher. Students will be able to collect 
these vouchers and exchange them for benefits 
that include chip day queue jumpers, tickets to 
lunchtime movie screenings, purchases of 
stationary from our new school shop or discounts 
on special items / events, e.g. year books and 
prom tickets.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Important Dates: 
 

 

 
 
17th December - Closure 
for Christmas at 1.30pm 

 
20th December – 3rd 

January 
Christmas Closure 

 
Tuesday 4th January 

Re-open 
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We know that success in school, whether that is success in sports, music, art or in exams, starts with great 
attendance. Secure research also shows that school absence can a be major contributor to a number of 
emotional, health and wellbeing challenges, including low mood and feelings of isolation/loneliness.  
We also appreciate that Covid temporarily changed the attendance equation, with parents understandably airing 
on the side of caution when their daughter’s felt unwell. However, with now over two-thirds of our school 
population either vaccinated or Covid-recovered, transmission rates amongst our students are expected to fall. 
Of course, we will also continue to apply transition control measures, such as mask wearing, for as long as is 
necessary. 
 
School has been in full Covid-recovery mode since September, with revised schemes of work aimed at tackling 
any home learning gaps.  A new personal development calendar has also been introduced, to ensure our 
students get to enjoy and benefit from the wider cultural and social aspects of school life, culminating last term 
with our first ‘Literature and Language Festival’. Our GCSE intervention programme is up and running, with a 
calendar of targeted small group support sessions timetabled to begin post November. Clearly, students are only 
benefitting from these actions if they are in school. 
 
If you have any good ideas of affordable rewards which you believe will encourage full attendance, drop me an 
email at b.ward@penworthamgirls.lancs.sch.uk.  
 
Mr Ward 
Senior Assistant Headteacher and SLT Attendance Lead. 
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Valedictory Dinner ‘Class of 2021’ 
 

On the evening of Thursday 21st October, it was at last time to say our goodbyes to our previous Year 11 at their farewell 
prom held at the Barton Grange Hotel. 
 
The girls began to arrive, looking resplendent in their gowns and suits. It was great to see them all looking so amazing and 
already some of them were hard to recognise from our blue-jumpered pupils of just a few months before. The weather 
was against us, howling wind and driving rain greeted most of them as they were dropped off, but that didn't dampen the 
warm and friendly atmosphere of the event. 
 
Prior to the meal, it was great to chat to the girls, finding out about college courses, new interests and friendships. Dinner 
was delicious and was promptly followed by some table competitions to get the party started. Both the fun photo booth 
and the official photographer were a great success. 
 
The DJ kept the entertainment going, even encouraging staff participation and performances. Girls and their partners 
danced the night away and many a high heel was discarded in the process. 
 
It was a fantastic evening with lots of happy faces. A fabulous finale to their time at Penwortham Girls’ and more than well-
deserved following all their hard work over this unique and challenging year. We look forward to seeing them all again at 
our Awards evening on November 11th. 
 
Mrs Mckeown 
Head of Year 11 ‘Class of 2021’ 
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Meet our Trainee Teachers! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
  
 

 
 

 

Mr Tuca 
 

I am pleased to join the Penwortham Girls’ High School’s staff, as 
part of my teacher training programme. 
I am a classically trained violinist. I am a certified ABRSM 
(Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music) instrumental 
teacher and have over ten years’ experience of teaching the violin 
and chamber music. I hold a Master’s degree in Music in Solo 
Performance with Distinction from the Royal Northern College of 
Music. 
Over my twenty-seven years of violin playing, I have received 
numerous national and international prizes and awards.  
I have performed as a professional soloist, chamber musician and 
orchestral player internationally and also with the BBC 
Philharmonic, Liverpool Philharmonic and Royal Northern 
Sinfonia at the Bridgewater Hall, Duke’s Hall, St. John’s Smith 
Square, Purcell Room, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Wigmore Hall, Albert 
Hall, to name but a few.  
I would now like to extend my portfolio career into secondary 
school music teaching, to inspire the next generation about the 
wonders of music. 
 

Miss Batty 
 
My name is Miss Batty and I am super excited to be joining the 
Maths department at Penwortham Girls’ for my first teaching 
placement. Prior to my teacher training, I was finishing my PhD at 
the University of Nottingham, alongside bits of teaching and 
working with children through educational charities. When I 
finished and decided to move back home to Preston, I knew that I 
loved teaching and really wanted to continue to help children 
grow to be their best selves. With that in mind, there was only 
one option! It's lovely to get to help students explore and 
understand Maths.  I've been very impressed with the girls' skills 
already and I look forward to seeing and helping to develop even 
more of those mathematical skills in my time here! 
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Religious Education Department News 
 
Spirited Arts Competition: Year 9 – What is Spirituality?  
The year 9s have been studying contemporary forms of religion, including spirituality. Each class came up with 
their own definition of spirituality but we discovered spirituality can mean something unique to everyone.   
Students were given the challenge of creating an artistic representation of their interpretation of spirituality in 
the form of poetry or art work. The RE department were blown away by the entries. Here is small sample: 
 

 
 

The RE subject prefects found it so difficult to choose the winners, that we decided to award prizes to the top 5 
rather than just the top 3. Here’s why the chosen 5 were picked: 
1st prize: Isabelle H 
The imagery is quite sophisticated and effectively touches the heart. It has an explanation, which is in a lot of 
depth. This explanation expresses a lot of time and dedication. It has covered examples and many facts from the 
knowledge gathered by the time taken to do some research beforehand. 
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2nd prize: Millie S 

 

  
 

She used vibrant bold abstract colours which portrayed the positive effects of spirituality. Her image represents 
true spirituality and the emotions that appear. Her meaningful explanation refers to imagery and shows deep 
thinking skills. 
3rd prize: Saga G 
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Saga’s piece of work is very well thought through and shows great philosophical talent. It explores that 
spirituality is beyond words and images.  The presentation of her work and the explanation are both really deep 
and profound. 
 

 

  
 

4th prize: Maryam B 
Her artwork displays vibrant colours which contradict with the black that she used to show 3 key features that 
make spirituality. She explains how spirituality effects different aspects of your mind and how together they 
make spirituality. It is very clear and well-explained. 

  
 
 
 

5th prize: Katie W 
 
Katie uses her poetry and art skills to create an image of 
peace and tranquillity. Her work shows how spirituality 
can come in different forms and elements. She didn’t 
have an official explanation but her poem created the 
meaning of spirituality hidden between the lines which 
is great as spirituality isn’t an official religion, it’s 
something hidden within our everyday lives. 
 
Miss Brooks – Teacher of R.E 
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Animal Aid in Year 8 
At the heart of everything we do in RS at PGHS, is the enquiry into what it means to be human. The year 8s have 
started their studies this year with the ‘Introduction to Philosophy’ unit.  Students learn what an ‘ultimate 
question’ is, then explore a variety of responses to a series of philosophical questions. The first ultimate question 
we looked at was ‘Are Humans Truly Unique?’ which led us to the follow-up question of ‘Are Humans Superior to 
Animals?’ 
Before answering the question, students had to rewind their minds back to the year 7 unit of work on the 
creation story. Here are the two Bible quotes at the focus of our learning, explained brilliantly by Niamh L in 
8EHO:  
 

 
 

  

 
One of the biggest challenges that students face when studying philosophy for the first time, is that unlike 
subjects such as maths, science and languages, the questions they study have no definitive right or wrong 
answer. Instead, they have to develop their evaluative skills to reach their own justified viewpoint. This involves 
studying a range of different theories. Sometimes, students can find it difficult to remember which group of 
people a theory belongs to. To try to embed the theories into their long-term memory, we decided to invite an 
animal-aid speaker in so that students could experience a contrasting viewpoint to the ones previously studied in 
class. The student’s superb essays and recent feedback demonstrate that this was a great success! A huge thank 
you to Keith Berry who came into every single year 8 class to deliver a powerful talk and a Q&A session on behalf 
of Animal Aid. 
  

 
 
 

 

This indicates that humans are superior as the 

way they are created was unique and special. 

Only humans were made with God’s breath, not 

animals.  

 

 

This suggests that humans are superior as they 

share God’s qualities meaning they are more 

similar to God than animals.  
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Many of the students initially found Keith’s beliefs very convincing. However, at Penwortham Girls’, we think it is 
crucial that students receive a balanced argument so that they have the freedom to make informed judgements. 
The next part of our journey focused on both the medical advancements, which would not have been possible 
without animal testing and the religious teaching of the “lesser of two evils”. This linked the discussion back to 
where we started, with the philosophical question ‘are humans superior to animals?’ 
 

 

 
 
 

  

I was really fascinated about Keith's talk on animal testing because 
of the detail he went into about what is happening. He taught me a 
lot of things about animal testing that I did not already know. I 
definitely recommend this talk. (Chloe W) 
 
I gave a 5 because before this lesson, I did not know that much 
about animal testing and now I do and I am happy I do because now 
I can be more aware of things that I buy and I understand more. 
(Emma D) 
 
I really enjoyed listening to Keith talk about his views and ideologies 
and how passionate he is about this subject. I also like how he was 
honest when he said he’d take medicine knowing it’d been tested on 
animals rather than telling us to not take medicine because of this. 
(Eden F) 
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The students thrived throughout the verbal debates and they were able to transfer these skills to the written 
assessment, “Animal Testing is Always Wrong” - Evaluate this statement.” Here, you can see how they combined 
their knowledge from each of the sessions into a formal essay. Well done, Year 8! 
 

 
Melanie W (Year 8) 
 

 
Hattie C (Year 8) 
 

 
Holly W (Year 8) 
 
Miss Brooks, RE Department 
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Creative Arts and Technology Faculty 
 

 
 

CAT Faculty London Visit Art, Photography & Textiles 2021 – Art & Technology 
 
This year, 15 Year 11 students accompanied Miss Morris, Mrs Freer and Mrs Gerrard for a day visit to London.  
During the visit, students experienced a gallery visit to the Tate Modern, a trip around the Victoria & Albert 
Museum and lots of sightseeing around London.   
 
The trip was a wonderful success and plans are already in place for the Year 10 residential trip in July 2022.  
Thank you to all involved.  We hope you had a superb visit! 
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Runshaw Horizon’s Master Classes 
2021 
 
This term, a select group of Year 10 students will be 
invited to take part in two workshops at Runshaw 
College.  The first workshop is on the 7th of 
December and is based on Photography using the 
Dark Room Facilities.  The second workshop invites 
students to participate with an Art activity on the 
10th of December. 
 
We look forward to joining in with these fantastic  
opportunities. 
 

Literacy Festival Art Activities 
 
As part of the Literacy Festival, some KS3 students 
took part in an ‘Art & Words’ session, supported by 
our alumni student, Miss Yates.  We looked at how 
art and text can combine and we used colour gels to 
create some exiting photographic shoots.  Later, we 
explored the oil pastel transfer process of using 
typography to create ‘text portraits.’  These  
portraits were a real success!  
 

Artist Focus – Jenny Holzer – Art & 
Text 
 
Jenny Holzer is an American neo-conceptual artist, 
based in Hoosick, New York.  
 
The main focus of her work is the delivery of words 
and ideas in public spaces and includes large-scale 
installations, advertising billboards, projections on 
buildings and other structures and illuminated 
electronic displays. 
 
Miss Morris 
Head of Art, Design and Photography 
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KS3 Product Design- Language and Literature Week 
 
In Product Design, the KS3 students looked at set designs based on Harry Potter and how the production 
designer developed the final Harry Potter scenes. They researched ideas for a new film or chose a favourite 
existing one and some even developed ideas based on their locked room mystery. They then made mood boards 
before creating 3D models of their set designs. Well done, some wonderful 3D models made! 
 

   
 

   
 

Mrs Gornall, Design and Technology 
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PRODUCT DESIGN

LUNCHTIME CLUB

Monday
(12.30-1pm)

Cold food allowed only

Room 36

Plastics

With Mrs 
Gornall

Open to all years!

 
 

Product Design Club! 
 

This takes place every Monday lunchtime in room 36. All years welcome! We will be making Christmas gifts and 
decorations this half term - some by hand and some using the laser cutter. You can even have a go at 3D printing 

some miniature Christmas trees and reindeer! Any questions, please ask Mrs Gornall. 
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Textiles  
 
As part of the Literature and Language Festival, students in Technology explored how Design & Technology 
played a crucial role in bringing the Harry Potter Novels to life in the productions of the films. Within all Key 
Stage 3 Textiles lesson, students looked into how costume design is vital to depict a character’s personality. 
Students were tasked with designing costumes for characters within the books and then working as a team to 
model their ideas using old newspapers on the mannequins. We had some fantastic creations, which showed 
creativity and a flair for fashion design. 
 

  
 
Students then used their graphic skills to design a badge for their form based on the designs for the houses from 
Harry Potter. Students created some fantastic designs, which reflected their forms’ personality, whilst also 
considering some of the school core values.  
 

 
 
Mrs Freer, Technology Department 
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 STEM Club  

 
 

• Do you enjoy Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths?  

• Do you like to be creative and solve problems?  

• Do you like to work as a team to design, develop and manufacture products?  

• Do you like to fix or modify existing products?  

• Do you look at real life problems and think how it can be solved or made better?  

If YES, then you need to come to STEM club. 
We have a range of activities, challenges and competitions for all years to get involved in. Some of these include:  

- Tomorrows’ Engineers Lego Robotics Challenge;  

- TeenTech competition; 

- Wool4Schools Textiles competition;  

- Engineering fairy-tale training with external STEM ambassadors; 

-  Working with feeder primary schools to run STEM workshops; 

- STEM competitions with other local high schools.  

Starting this Monday, 8th November in room 34 (3.20pm-4.20pm). 
See Mrs Freer, Mr Dean or Mr Cheal for more information  
ALL WELCOME! 
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Key Stage 3 Computing  
Year 7 students have been designing and creating their own game using Scratch.  The game had to have a theme 
about healthy eating and had to educate others all about being healthy. They also had to include a variety of 
scripts, sprites and variables. Once completed, these games will then be evaluated and assessed. The games that 
have been planned are fantastic with a lot of imagination! 
 
Year 8 students have been learning about internet-searching techniques.  They have looked into a variety of 
research, including primary and secondary research, with the girls conducting their own primary research around 
the topic of aliens. They have started to produce some amazing information leaflets including persuasive 
vocabulary to inform audiences about whether aliens exist.  
 
Year 9 students have been learning about advanced publisher skills.  They have conducted some secondary 
research around magazines, looking at the designs of a variety of magazines and publications. They have 
reviewed these publications to generate ideas for their own magazine design. The girls carried out primary 
research into magazine designs and topics.  They then analysed their findings and using this research, are 
starting to design their own professional-looking magazine.  The girls have amazed me at the quality of the 
magazines created so far and I am looking forward to seeing the completed product. Later this half term, they 
are building on their python coding skills from year 8 and will be given taster sessions of GCSE Computer Science.  
 
GCSE Computer Science  
Year 11 have been learning about algorithms, designing simple computer programs and then creating these 
using python. They have upcoming mock exams and in preparation, need to be focusing on previous theory 
completed in year 10. The mock exams will enable the girls to concentrate on any weaker areas as part of their 
ongoing revision. 
 
The year 10 students have had a fantastic first half term and have been learning the theory behind computers.  
They have started to understand how all the components work together. The girls have completed some 
assessments and there have been some incredible results. Keep up the hard work! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Come along to room 50, Monday lunchtime from 12:45pm until 1:15pm!  You 
will learn about programming and take part in a variety of cyber security 
challenges as the weeks progress with the potential to enter competitions 
nationally. Starting Monday 15th November! Sign up with Mrs Bennett, room 
50 - only a few spaces, first come first serve! 
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Lunch Menu 
Week Commencing 8th November (Week 2) 
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Head’s Breakfast 
 
Maryam B (Year 9), Natalie U (Year 8), Rosie Y (Year 8) and Maryam M (Year 10) 
Fantastic help during open evening. (RE) 
 
Maryam M (Year 10), Safurah H (Year 11), Dijeet K S (Year 11) 
Dedicated time to judge the Spirited Arts competition at lunchtime. (RE) 
 
Zahra N, Evie J, Priya S, Ressah B, Jaspreet K, Marwa A G (Year 11) 
Going above and beyond to help with the book door decoration. (RE) 
 
Naomi J, Amy B and Hana S (Year 10) 
Fantastic Computer Science assessment  
 
India A (Year 9) 
India took ownership of our door decoration.  She ensured that nearly everyone took part in making a book spine for our form 
book shelf.  It was her idea to do a book shelf, so that everyone in form would have the opportunity to be involved.  Brilliant 
idea!  India gave up her breaks and lunchtimes to assemble the book shelf and it looks fab! 

 

Head’s Commendations  
 

Charlotte R, Heather P, Neve G (Year 9) 
Consistently fantastic attitude to language learning in German. 
 
Sara D (Year 7), Maryah D (Year 9), Gemma H (Year 9), Vanika M (Year 9) 
Katherine W (Year 9), Jennah K (Year 9), Tasneem A (Year 9), Hannah B (Year 9), Fatima Z K (Year 9) 
For the amazing contribution and design of the form door.  
 
Gracie H, India A (Year 9) 
A great effort with the house display for your French pen pal.  
 
Hannah B (Year 9) 
ANOTHER outstanding effort on a Geography homework!  This time, the adapted animals of the hot desert biome. (Geography) 
 
India A (Year 9) 
Impressive time and effort on your adapted desert animal assessments. (Geography) 
 
Molly T (Year 9) 
An excellent piece of work on a desert adapted animal.  Well done. (Geography) 
 
Hanna S, Darcy P, Emily H (Year 10) 
100% success and weekly skills grid for Autumn term. (Maths) 
 
Abby L (Year 11) 
Creative logo designs for the life skills tracker. 

 

 

 
 

https://www.classcharts.com/activity/lessonpupil/102673150
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Sports, Clubs & Societies – Year 7 
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Sports, Clubs & Societies – Year 8 
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Sports, Clubs & Societies – Year 9 
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  Sports, Clubs & Societies – Year 10 
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Sports, Clubs & Societies – Year 11 
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Bravo Elyse F!     Bravo Sophie M!  Bravo Ruby R! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 


