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Virtual Interview with MP Katherine Fletcher 
 

 
 

Katherine Fletcher was elected to parliament in the 2019 general election. She explained in the interview that she 
hadn’t always had a passion for politics, but felt compelled to get involved as she felt that we need more women, 
and specifically northern women in parliament. She spoke about her wish to hear “different voices in the 
corridors of power”.  
 
Katherine was interviewed on a range of topics, with thoughtful questions posed to her by our Deputy Head Girl 
and Year 10 students in our Respect Council, as well as questions asked by KS3 classes who watched the 
interview. It was impressive to see the range of thoughtful topics broached by our students, looking at important 
issues such as the current pandemic, the debate over free school meal provision and the challenges that women 
face in politics.   
 
When asked what advice she would give to anyone looking to pursue a career in a traditionally male dominated 
field, Katherine spoke about how unfortunately women may encounter people who do doubt their capabilities 
due to their gender. She advised to, “get them to state their ‘you can’t do it’ opinion as loudly as possible, in front 
of as many people as possible… and then prove them wrong.” She said this was important, not only as it is very 
satisfying to prove them wrong, but also as it helps to, “set things up for the next generation.” Katherine 
encouraged our girls to pursue their own careers in politics; noting that there is still a lack of northern women in 
parliament. She said that, “active participation in the political process is a ‘must’ for me.” 
 
We feel very fortunate to have had the opportunity to hear from a local, powerful woman this International 
Women’s Day. When asked what the first thing she planned on doing once the lockdown restrictions are lifted, 
Katherine replied, (perhaps with a little tongue in cheek) that she would love to come and visit our school in 
person! We would be absolutely thrilled to be able to hear more about Katherine’s experiences and to hear more 
of her words of wisdom in the future.  
 
Mrs Hall and Miss Starkie 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

As part of our 2021 celebrations for International Women’s Day, 
we were delighted to have the opportunity to interview our 
local MP for South Ribble, Katherine Fletcher. All of Key Stage 3 
had the opportunity to join a zoom call on Friday morning and 
listen to Katherine talk about her experience as a woman in 
politics and engage with an excellent question and answer 
session led by our Deputy Head Girl, Tegan. 
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Census 2021 
 
Do you know that all households in England and Wales are currently completing the Census 2021? This is a once 
every 10-year survey of every person in the country and a mammoth undertaking for all involved. It is compulsory 
for all households to complete the survey and the deadline for this is fast approaching on 21st March 2021. The 
impacts of each census can be seen for many years later and directly influence both National and Local Government 
spending decisions on things from housing, schooling, road building and many other things. 
 
To watch an introductory video explaining the Census 2021, click on the video link: https://youtu.be/HZIxSuzi1QE 
In recognition of the importance of the Census 2021, the Mathematics department would like to present a mini 
Census activity for the pupils to try out for themselves to get an understanding of how it works and what it is used 
for. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/HZIxSuzi1QE
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If you think you have correctly used the “Statistopia” Census and made the correct decisions, then email your 
results to s.cheal@penworthamgirls.lancs.sch.uk. First to do so will win a prize! 
 
Good luck and remind your parents that there is a fine of up to £1000 for not completing the government Census 
on time. 
 
Mr S. Cheal 
The Mathematics department  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:s.cheal@penworthamgirls.lancs.sch.uk


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 

Friday 19th March 
2021 

11 

 

  

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 Medieval 
Middleforth Historical 
Fiction 
 
Year 7 students have been 
working hard learning the key 
features of life in medieval English 
towns and villages. As part of 
their learning, students have 
studied the different crimes and 
punishments used during the 
medieval period, and have 
written some gripping historical 
stories in response.  Their task 
was to write a compelling 
historical crime story based in 
medieval Middleforth, where a 
crime wave had broken out.  
 
Of all the fantastic stories written, 
the following students deserve 
extra recognition for their efforts: 
Vidhiya P 
Grace C 
Charlotte P 
Ruby W 
 
Mr Herbert 
Curriculum Leader for History 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 

Friday 19th March 
2021 

12 

  

 
Holocaust Education 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Since our return from lockdown, Year 9 students have been 
studying aspects of the Holocaust in their History lessons.   After 
the Easter break, they will be joining an online talk delivered by 
the Holocaust Exhibition and Learning Centre at the University of 
Huddersfield. The speaker will be Sheryl Silver Ochayon from Yad 
Vashem, the World Holocaust Remembrance Centre in 
Jerusalem.  
 
The talk will focus upon the role of women in the Holocaust, 
specifically the part they played in resistance – whether spiritual, 
cultural or armed. This is a story which has, until now, largely 
remained in the shadows. However, historians have now started 
to shine a light on female resistance and have begun to uncover 
many heroic stories of Jewish women resisting across Europe.  
'Women in Resistance: Fierce Females' promises to be a 
fascinating talk which will further develop Year 9 students’ 
understanding of our current topic.  
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Year 11 Revision Materials 
 
To help Year 11 historians prepare for their final 
assessments, we have created a GCSE History revision 
website which can be accessed here: 
https://tinyurl.com/288nzeey. On this site, students 
will find the specification details, revision checklists, 
notes, flashcards and ‘how to’ guides. The resources 
can be viewed on the site or downloaded and stored 
on a personal device. 
 

History Wellbeing – Castle Building! 
 
As part of the school’s focus on wellbeing on Friday 12th February, 
students were provided with a range of different historically 
themed activities that they could choose to complete during the 
day. Activities included virtually visiting some of the world’s most 
famous museums, following recipes from different historical eras 
and making models of historic buildings and landmarks. It was great 
to receive photographs of the model of a Motte and Bailey Castle 
that Year 7 student, Hattie Clark had made during the day. A 
fantastic effort, well done! 
 
Mr Herbert 
Curriculum Leader for History 
 

https://tinyurl.com/288nzeey
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Bravo Elyse F!     Bravo Sophie M!  Bravo Ruby R! 

 

 
 

 
 
 


