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Important Dates: 

 

21st December – 1st January 

CHRISTMAS CLOSURE 
18th December - 

KS4 – Early close 1pm 
KS3 Early close 1.15pm 

 
4th January 
INSET DAY 

 
5th January 

School Re-opens 
 

28th January 
Year 7 Parents Evening 

 
4th February 

Year 8 Parents Evening 
 

15th – 19th February 
HALF TERM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  

Mental Health Awareness Award 
 

 

 
 

This week, we were delighted to be awarded the Carnegie Centre of Excellence 
for Mental Health in Schools ‘School Mental Health Award’ – Bronze Status.   
 
Since September 2019, a range of staff across school have been working hard to 
develop our provision for both students and staff.  This has included training a 
team of Mental Health First Aiders, creating tracking systems, developing links 
with external agencies and ensuring that staff wellbeing is always a top 
priority.  Staff reported high levels of wellbeing and satisfaction in the most 
recent staff survey, despite the circumstances we find ourselves in currently. 
  
Quote from the assessing team: 
 
“We are delighted for the school and hope that we will be able to stay in touch 
with you and celebrate the great work you are doing for your pupils and 
staff.  Congratulations again on your successful completion of the School Mental 
Health Award.” 
Professor Damien Page, Dean Johnstone, Rachel Bostwick and the Carnegie 
Centre of Excellence for Mental Health in Schools Team. 
 
Our aim is to develop our provision even further and we intend to 
secure Silver Status in the future. 
 
Mr Ramsdale 
Senior Assistant Headteacher 
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Girls into Engineering         
 

 
 
On Wednesday 25th November, all of Year 10 took part in a virtual careers event organised by STEMFirst. The aim 
of the event was to allow all of our students to hear from multiple female STEM ambassadors about their 
careers. This opportunity allowed students to hear from a variety of women in the field of engineering and have 
all of their questions answered. The STEM ambassadors who joined the event were from BAE systems, Sellafield, 
Orsted and James Fisher Nuclear.  
Year 10 were incredibly positive about the event and it was lovely to hear such great feedback. Here are some of 
their comments: 
“It was inspirational to hear from all the female STEM ambassadors and it has inspired me look into the different 
engineering opportunities available to me.” 
 
“I feel more interested in STEM now because the ambassadors were amazing. They gave such amazing advice 
and made the session so engaging. I was thinking of studying English or Psychology but now I am considering 
Engineering because it actually seems really cool!” 
 
 
 

Science Department News 
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Did you know: 

• Only 10% of engineers worldwide are female. 

• We need 1.5 million more engineers before 2026. 

• 60% of young people will be doing a job in the future which currently does not exist. 

 
Meet the future you! 
Have you ever wondered what your skills or passions could lead to in the future? 
Take this short quiz at www.mtfy.org.uk   
 

 
 
Miss Forrest 
Science Department 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.mtfy.org.uk/
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Baking in Space 
 

 
Year 7 students were invited to take part in an exciting free online event. This was part of Science week from 8th 
– 15th November 2020.  
 
'Baking In Space – Bake to the Future' explored our planet in lockdown and how we have learned to adapt.  It 
also looked at the parallels between living in space and living during COVID-19. 
 
Andrew Smyth, aerospace engineer and Great British Bake-Off finalist, and Dr Niamh Shaw, scientist, performer 
and space explorer, presented four virtual shows.  These took us on a journey from Earth to the Moon and back, 
with demos and bakes – all from your kitchen! 
 
It was encouraging to see so many of our students get involved.  
 
To coincide with this, we also invited the students to bake their own cell cake to demonstrate their knowledge 
of the topic of the cells that they are doing at the moment. Here are just some of the amazing uploads. The only 
downside being that we didn’t get to taste them in school this year.  
 

 
 
Mrs R Cahill 
Science Department 
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Virtual Christmas Concert 
 

 
 
Usually at this time of year, we are busy rehearsing for our annual Christmas celebration. Sadly, this year, whilst 
we are not able to welcome you into school for this event, we thought we would find a small way of bringing the 
Christmas Celebration to you in a virtual capacity. It is our intention to parentmail you a link next week, to a 
closed YouTube channel where you will be able to watch our virtual Christmas celebration. Pupils in Year 7 have 
been rehearsing 'Jingle Bells' using hand chimes, whilst Year 10 have been working on 'Walking in the Air'. There 
is also a performance from the brass group and a number of individual soloists. We hope you enjoy this but 
sincerely hope we will be back to normal in 2021! 
 

  
 
Mrs Cattanach 
Associate Assistant Headteacher   
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Root Word of the Week 
 

R O O T  W O R D  
O F  T H E  
W E E K

“ CLAR”  – CLEAR

CAN YOU THINK OF ANY WORDS THAT USE THIS ROOT?

 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

Non-Uniform Day and Early Closure on Friday 18th December 
 
As you may be aware, we normally finish at the earlier time of 2pm on the last day of the Autumn term. 
However, due to KS3 (Year's 7, 8 and 9) and KS4 (Year's 10 and 11) having staggered start and finish times this 
year, the finish time on the last day before the Christmas holidays (Friday 18th December) will be 1.00pm for 
KS4 and 1.15pm for KS3. 
 
Please note, that KS3 students will be able to eat their lunch in school at the normal time, however due to 
timings, KS4 students will not be having their lunch in school. ('Grab' bags will be available for KS4 students on 
free school meals). 
 
The school buses have been notified of the change of times on this day. 

 
Friday 18th December is also Non-Uniform Day.  Pupils are welcome to wear a festive related outfit, for example, 
a Christmas jumper if they wish.  
 
We are asking students to please bring in £1; monies raised will go to local charities. 
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There is now a ‘hot meal’ option available every day. This will include a vegetarian option. 

  
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

Week 1 
 

Monday 
All day brunch – pork/vegetarian sausage, omelette, hash browns 

and beans 
 

Tuesday 
Chicken or vegetable Tikka served with rice and naan bread 

 
Wednesday 

Beef or vegetarian lasagne served with salad and garlic bread 
 

Thursday 
Meat and potato pie/cheese pie served with broccoli and pickled 

beetroot 
 

Friday 
Fish/pizza served with chips, peas or beans 
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Head’s Commendations 
 

 
 
 
 

Millie S and India A (Year 8) 
Outstanding design of a ‘positive posting’ social media website. 
 
Carly W (Year 7) 
Completion of the Immigration Geo-star task. (Geography) 
 
Ebony M (Year 7) 
Ebony produced an outstanding weather forecast report. She clearly described the weather 
condition would change as a depression passed over Norwich. Great job! (Geography) 
 
Olivia N-M, Annie M, Immy B, Lucy B, Michelle M, Sama G, Eleanor S, and Mya P (Year 10) 
A massive well done on having exceeded your end of Year 11 target on just your second 
Geography exam of Year 10. Brilliant! Keep up the hard work. (Geography) 
 
Amy M, Vidhya P, Sasha H, and Jameelah V (Year 7) 
Amazing Covid-19 posters! (Science) 
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Covid Response 
 

 
 

Please visit our Attendance Policy Appendix on our school ‘Covid Response’ webpage for Attendance 

information. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to contact school when closed regarding COVID19. 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Please use the email, covidquestions@penworthamgirls.lancs.sch.uk (out of school 

hours), if you need to inform us that your daughter has received a positive COVID test result. Please also 
include the following information: 
1) Your daughter's name, form, date of birth, if there are siblings at the school 
2) When they were last in school 
3) Names of friends/close contacts 
4) How they travel to/from school 
5) Details of the symptoms 
6) The dates their symptoms started 
7) The date of the test 
8) The date the positive test result was given. 
 
Please also use the above email if you need to notify us that a household member has tested 
positive/displaying symptoms and your daughter is now self-isolating. 
 

mailto:covidquestions@penworthamgirls.lancs.sch.uk
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Bravo Elyse F!     Bravo Sophie M!  Bravo Ruby R! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


